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This newsletter will serve as a briefing for our next
reunion, which is coming up in just two months.  It's
scheduled for February 21-24 in  San Diego, and it
promises to be a good time for all.  Hopefully everyone
has received the information packet and registration
form in the mail.  If you didn't, get on the horn to Dina
at ML&RS.  They are planning and organizing this
reunion for us.  Her number is 828-256-6008, and
she'll get this stuff right to you.

A lot of the info and the itinerary for the reunion is in the
this newsletter.  For ease, ML&RS has broken up the
reunion into four parts.  Plans A, B, C, and D.  Plan A
is the whole enchilada from Thursday to Sunday
morning, and it digresses down the line to D which is
only the cocktail hour and banquet on Saturday night.
Make sure you get your registration form in the mail
with a down payment check to ML&RS by January
21st.  Mail only the money they request, which is just
$100.00 (except plan D, in which case they want the
whole amount).  Don't send them the whole thing,
because they'll only send it right back to you, form and
all.  The remainder will be due at the reunion.

The reunion promises to be a great time, and for many
of us (your editor and President, included) it will be our
first time back to San Diego.  It will be the 40th
anniversary of Buchanan's commissioning, which is the
original reason I suggested this city for this year's
reunion back in 1999.  It only seems like yesterday
when my CO, Roger Barnett, ordered that a mysterious
notice appear in the POD, warning us to "Stand by for
a Sweet 16 Birthday."  This one sentence was the top
scuttlebutt of the ship for over a week.  On the
appointed day we found ourselves being called aft for a

cake cutting ceremony with the oldest and youngest
members of the crew.  That was in February, 1978.
I'm happy to say I'm making it back to her 40th, and I
hope I see and meet a lot of you there!

SAN DIEGO REUNION
February 21-24, 2002
Planning for the San Diego reunion is all ahead flank.
Rob has been in communications with Dina at ML&RS,
the company that is planning the reunion for us.  The
whole thing looks exciting.  Hopefully, everyone has
received an information and registration packet from
ML&RS in the mail.  If not, you can do one of two
things.  You  can contact Dina at ML&RS at  828-
256-6008, and let her know you haven't received it, or
you can go online and download it in PDF format. Just
go to the association website <http://www.uss-
buchanan-ddg14.org> and click on "Reunions".  You
will find a link to a webpage on the ML&RS website
where the information and registration package (in PDF
format) can be downloaded.  Please allow a few
minutes for it to download, as it can take a while.  In the
mean time, below is the schedule of events you will find
in the information package.

Schedule of Events
Thursday; 21 February
12:00 -Registration begins and the hospitality room
opens.
17:00 -Welcome reception

Friday; 22 February
07:30-08:30 -Breakfast
09:00-14:00 -Tour of San Diego.  Includes a tour of
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                      Old Town, Coronado, Point Loma,
                      a harbor tour and lunch.
09:30 -Hospitality room opens for those who
            choose not to take the tour.  Otherwise, it
            will remain closed until the tour returns.
18:00 -Social Hour.
19:00 -Dinner (Hawaiian Luau).
21:00 -In the hospitality room; Showing of the 1964
            Navy Training film "Who needs you,
            Buchanan", The Sinkex film, and home
            movies shot aboard the Buchanan.

Saturday; 23 February
07:30-08:30 -Breakfast.
09:00 -Tour of 32nd Street Naval Base departs.
09:30 -Hospitality room opens for those who
            choose not to take the tour.  Otherwise, it
            will remain closed until the tour returns.
16:30-17:30 -USS Buchanan (DDG-14)
                      Association Business meeting.
19:00-20:00 -Pre-Banquet Cocktail Hour.
20:00 -Association Banquet.

Sunday; February 24
08:00 -Departure Breakfast.  Memorial Service will
            be immediately after breakfast.
09:00 -Good byes begin, with hand shakes and hugs
            all around.  All hands are authorized
            to shed tears.

It's important for everyone to know that they do not
have to attend the entire reunion.  ML&RS has divided
the reunion up into four parts.  Plans A, B, C, & D.
Plan A is the entire reunion from Thursday evening
through Sunday morning.  B is a Friday arrival after
12:00 noon through Sunday morning, C is an arrival
Saturday after 12:00 noon through Sunday morning,
and D is an arrival Saturday after1200 noon for the
Banquet only, with no Saturday stay over or departure
breakfast on Sunday morning.

Everyone should know that individuals can opt out of
anything within these four plans.  If you have another
hotel room somewhere else, you can opt out of that.  If
you don't want the three breakfasts, you can opt out of
that too.  The minimum you would have to pay is a
registration fee for each day you will attend.  Otherwise,

all the items in each plan can be optioned out on an
individual basis.  To do this, you must call Dina at 828-
256-6008 to work out the details with her.  The
registration fee is charged because it pays for soda &
snacks and other amenities in the hospitality room, as
well as name pins.  For this reason, if a member shows
up early "just to see who showed up" that member will
be charged a registration fee for the day by ML&RS.

If you are attending the reunion on your own, you can
reduce your cost by buddying up with a shipmate on a
room.  This can be done for any plan.  For those that
want to go this route, make sure you indicate on your
registration form who you are going to buddy up with.
Both parties must do this, not just one.  Then, each
person should take the rate for a couple, add $10.00
(which will insure that both men will have name pins,
mementos, etc.), and then divide in half.  The result is
what each person pays.  Using Plan A as an example,
you would take the cost for a couple ($778.87),  and
add $10.00 then divide in half.  778.87 + 10.00 =
788.87.  Divided by two = $394.44 per person for
Plan A, which is a big savings over $557.57. For any
questions on this, call Dina at 828-256-6008

Also, there are two tours offered during the course of
the reunion, but it is not necessary that you sign up for
them.  They are there to provide an easy and friendly
means of touring the city or to possibly visit the Navy
base, which many of us would like to do. In addition to
the availability of these tours, people are encouraged to
get together with old shipmates, break into small groups
and explore on their own, or just relax in the hotel if
that's your wish.

The point of this reunion to have fun, relax with your
shipmates, and reminisce about the old times.  It should
be a lot of fun, and  I hope to see you there.

REUNION FAQ
Question: How much does Cloud 9 Shuttle charge for
a trip from the airport to the hotel?
Answer: Cloud 9 Shuttle charges $7.50 per person
each way between the airport and the hotel.

Question:  How much will hotel parking cost us?
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Answer:  Cost of hotel parking is $8.00 a day.

Question:  How do I get in touch with ML&RS to opt
out of any part of the four packages?
Answer:  Call Dina at ML&RS at 828-256-6008.

Question:  What will the tour of the 32nd Street Navy
base on Saturday cost?
Answer: The cost of the tour is $45.00 per person.
This includes a ship tour, lunch, and transport.  The tour
is subject to base security, and will be finalized shortly
before the reunion.

Question:  How much is ML&RS charging for
registration fee?
Answer: About $15 to $20 per day.

The HMAS Brisbane was decommissioned on
Friday, October 19th.  She was the last of the
Charles F. Adams Class DDGs in the Royal
Australian Navy.  Len Gordon of the USS
Conyngham Association received this letter from
Able Seaman Jerrod Tyler, one of the crewman in
the Brisbane.  Jerrod and I have since become
good friends and exchange e-mail almost daily.
His letter notes the passing of an era that our
Navy experienced some 10 years ago.

Len,
Thank you for you letter.  I will ask my CO today. It
was good to be able to get onto the web sites and see
the photos and histories of the other DDG's.
You ones were so more armed than ours. Is USS
CHARLES F. ADAMS the only one that's been
preserved?

I didn't think the ship paying off would effect me as
much as it has.  We done our final entry into Sydney
last Wednesday, flying the decommissioning flag and
playing Proud Mary by Credence, our RAS song.
When we finally pulled in it really hit me. Its hard to
believe this is the last week of commission.

Jarrod

This is an e-mail from an ensign aboard USS
Winston S. Churchill (DDG-81) to his father.
The Winston S. Churchill is an Arleigh Burke
class guided missile destroyer,  and is the only
active US Navy warship named for  a foreign
dignitary.  The Lutjens is an Adams Class DDG,
built for the German Navy.

Dear Dad,
Dear Dad, Well, we are still out at sea, with little
direction as to what our next priority is. The remainder
of our port visits, which were to be centered around
max liberty and goodwill to the United Kingdom, have
all but been canceled. We have spent every day since
the attacks going back and forth within imaginary boxes
drawn in the ocean, standing high-security watches, and
trying to make the best of our time. It hasn't been that
much fun I must confess, and to be even more honest, a
lot of people are frustrated at the fact that they either
can't be home, or we don't have more direction right
now. We have seen the articles and the photographs,
and they are sickening. Being isolated as we are, I don't
think we appreciate the full scope of what is happening
back home, but we are definitely feeling the effects.

About two hours ago the junior officers were called to
the bridge to conduct ship handling drills. We were
about to do a man overboard when we got a call from
the LUTJENS(D185), a German warship that was
moored ahead of us on the pier in Plymouth, England.
While in port, the WINSTON S CHURCHILL and the
LUTJENS got together for a sports day/cookout on
our fantail, and we made some pretty good friends.

Now at sea they called over on bridge-to-bridge,
requesting to pass us close up on our port side, to say
goodbye. We prepared to render them honors on the
bridgewing, and the Captain told the crew to come
topside to wish them farewell. As they were making
their approach, our Conning Officer announced through
her binoculars that they were flying an American flag.
As they came even closer, we saw that it was flying at
half-mast.

The bridgewing was crowded with people as the
Boatswain's Mate blew two whistles- Attention to Port-
the ship came up alongside and we saw that the entire
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crew of the German ship were manning the rails, in their
dress blues. They had made up a sign that was
displayed on the side that read "We Stand By You".

Needless to say there was not a dry eye on the bridge
as they stayed alongside us for a few minutes and we
cut our salutes. It was probably the most powerful thing
I have seen in my entire life and more than a few of us
fought to retain our composure. It was a beautiful day
outside today.

We are no longer at liberty to divulge over unsecure e-
mail our location, but we could not have asked for a
finer day at sea. The German Navy did an incredible
thing for this crew, and it has truly been the highest point
in the days since the attacks. It's amazing to think that
only a half-century ago things were quite different, and
to see the unity that is being demonstrated throughout
Europe and the world makes us all feel proud to be out
here doing our job. After the ship pulled away and we
prepared to begin our man overboard drills the Officer
of the Deck turned to me and said "I'm staying Navy."
I'll write you when I know more about when I'll be
home, but for now, this is probably the best news that I
could send you. Love you guys.

"NOW, ON THE BUCHANAN…"
Moments in the ship's history, compiled from the
annual reports of USS Buchanan (DDG-14)

Thirty five years ago; 1966
BUCHANAN returned to San Diego from WestPac
for leave and upkeep.

Thirty years ago; 1971
From 10 December to 31 December, BUCHANAN
was in port at San Diego. On 13 December, the began
a week of inspections for the coming WESTPAC
deployment in February 1972. The week concluded
with COMDESRON 31 breaking his flag onboard
BUCHANAN.

Twenty years ago; 1981
Contingency operations in the Sea of Japan interrupted
the upkeep bringing BUCHANAN off the Korean
coast with USS MIDWAY and escorts for two days.

BUCHANAN departed the task group, which was
enroute for Yokosuka, Japan, and returned to Sasebo
for the remainder of the upkeep on December 22.
Remaining in Sasebo over Christmas, DDG-14 was
underway for Hong Kong on December 27. Steaming
independently, "The Warship" arrived in Hong Kong on
New Years Eve.

TREASURER'S REPORT
Paid Members (64)
Ansell, John; Baile, Bruce; Baldwin, Claude; Barnett,
Roger; Bartleson, Don; Beinke, Phil; Borg, Gene; Botti,
Bill; Boyd, Dave; Boyle, Tim; Browning, Rob; Callison,
Bob; Casmier, Dave; Christian, Fred; Connell, Dan;
Daisley, Dick; Davies, Jim; Falade, Mark; Falkenhan,
Marc; Fend, Tony; Fronk, Jack; Gardella, Paul;
Glidewell, Mel; Hart, Eddie; Heffernan, Michael;
Herrman, Larry; Holden, Wayne; Howard, John;
Huffman, Melvin; Jackson, Thomas; King, Mike;
Looney, Glenn; Malone, Dave; Manis, Frank;
Moulders, Dick; Myers, Dean; Nepper, Jerry;
Nightingale, Tim; Pelzel, Jerry; Perkins, Eric; Perkins,
George; Pierce, Jim & Margaret;  Poplin, Dave; Repp,
John; Ridley, Ray; Ridlon, Lawrence; Robbins, Rich;
Roche, Jim; Rudisill, Terry; Schaefer, Larry; Scott,
Walter; Sena, Pat; Sheridan, Tom; Smith, Ricky;
Stronach, Steve; Sutherland, Terry; Tynan, Don;
Ursich, Al; Voepel, Randy; Wihera, Victor; Williamson,
Will; Wood, William; Zimmermann, Dick

New Members (8)
Ansell, John FTM1 1966 - 69
Baldwin, Claude ET2 1986 - 91
Bartleson, Don IC3 1965 - 67
Callison, Bob SMC 1961 - 63
Ridley, Ray ETR3 1963 - 65
Sheridan, Tom STG3 1971 - 73
Smith, Ricky FTM2 1969 - 73
Tynan, Don GMCS 1971 - 74

Treasury Report
Balance 1 Sept 2001 $2,286.43
Dues  238.00
Ship store sales    177.75
Ship store expenses             - 103.27

Balance 4 Dec 2001 $2,598.91
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ARTIFACTS
We received some exciting news just after
Thanksgiving.  The association heard from a David
George who served aboard Buchanan as a PN3.
David claims to have been the very last watch stander
on Buchanan, being the last POOW during her
decommissioning ceremony.  He holds a rather
honorable position in that he was the very last of a long
succession of men who stood as Petty Officer of the
Watch/Bosun's Mate of the Watch over the entire 29
years that the ship was in commission.

When he quit his post, David thought to take the US
Colors and the Union Jack with him.  These were the
very last colors and jack that were flown aboard
Buchanan. He also decided to take the ship's
Quarterdeck bell and the Buchanan name plate that was
used on the Quarterdeck. He has had these artifacts for
the past 10 years, waiting for a proper place for them.
Last week, he heard about the Buchanan Association
and decided to donate them to the association for safe
keeping.  I know that I echo the sentiments of many, in
saying that credit is due David George.  Many guys
would have kept these items to themselves, but David
was noble enough to rise above that temptation and put
them in a place where they could be enjoyed by all
Buchanan sailors.  The artifacts (which, in fact, is what
they are) are being sent to Rob Browning who will
serve as the Association Curator.  He will insure that
they make it to all reunions.  I will consult the park
curator we have on staff in my work place for advice on
their safekeeping.  We should have them on display in
San Diego.

SEA STORY OF THE QUARTER
Contributed by Dick Zimmermann,
Chief Engineer, 1970 - 71

Close Up ROMEO!
This isn’t really a sea story, but it’s close.  I wrote it in
response to a BUCHANAN shipmate’s request for a
short description of what UNREP was like from the
perspective of someone on the bridge of a destroyer.

For UNREP operations on the bridge, I have to reach
back to my days on USS CHARLES H. ROAN (DD-

853), where I was CIC Officer and got plenty of
chances to conn alongside replenishment ships.  On the
BUCHANAN, all of my UNREP was done from Main
Control, which is a very different perspective.  Of
course the guys on the bridge of BUCHANAN did it
the same way as we did it on the bridge of the ROAN,
which is the only way to do it.

First we would sit back behind the oiler and whatever
ships she had alongside, in lifeguard station 2000 yards
astern, steaming at 12 knots to match the oiler’s speed.
Lifeguard station was important because every now and
then someone on the working ships would fall over the
side and have to be picked up.  UNREP was a pretty
dangerous evolution, even for those who managed to
avoid falling overboard.

There was also a waiting station 1000 yards ahead of
the lifeguard, hence 1000 yards astern of the oiler.  This
was the next ship that would go alongside.  When the
ship in waiting station moved up alongside the oiler, the
lifeguard would move up to waiting station and would
be relieved by another ship assigned to lifeguard duties.

There was a flaghoist routine that told us when the oiler
was ready for the ship in waiting station to make her
approach alongside − the flag was Romeo (for
Replenishment).  It was something like this:  Romeo at
the dip on the UNREP ship meant ‘stand by to come
alongside!’ and closed up meant ‘begin your
approach!’  We acknowledged each of those signals by
repeating them on our own hoists.

We would begin our approach by increasing speed to
18 knots and moving over just a little to starboard of
the oiler’s wake.  Destroyers always went alongside to
starboard − larger ships went alongside to port of the
oiler.  With experience, conning officers would learn a
benchmark for telling them when to cut their speed to
12 knots.  It depended on the approach speed and the
rate at which our own ship would slow from the
approach speed to the UNREP speed.  The ROAN, a
lighter vessel with a 600-psi propulsion plant, would
change speed much faster than BUCHANAN, a
heavier ship with a 1200-psi plant.  For example, I
knew on ROAN that when our forward gun mount
came even with the oiler’s fantail and we were
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approaching at 18 knots, I would at that point give the
lee helm the order to slow to 12 knots.  We would then
usually steady out at 12 knots right when our bridge and
the oiler’s bridge were abeam of each other.  If we
overshot or fell short of where we should have been
alongside the oiler, it was only because those *%#!
snipes screwed up again.  Of course, my song was
much different when I later became a snipe, at which
time the blame for overshooting or falling short shifted
to those *%#! up on the bridge, who had no idea what
the hell they were doing.

It was a ship handling challenge to make the approach,
because the closer you brought your destroyer to the
oiler, the less distance there was for the crew on deck
to pull those massive hoses.  However, if you got too
close (say less than 50 feet), there was this fluid
dynamics phenomenon called ‘Bernoulli’s Effect’ that
basically sucked the ships together.  We’ll pass on the
details of Bernoulli, but you had to keep it in mind and
could definitely feel the effect if you got in too close.
I always liked to try to come in at about 60 to 80 feet
from the oiler.  We had distance flags to tell us the exact
distance, but after a few times you could pretty well
estimate the distance even without the markers.  After
the hoses were passed and the heavy lifting and pulling
evolutions were finished for a while, you could move
out to the safer distance of 100 to 120 feet while the
oiler pumped away.

From the very minute a destroyer came alongside, she
had to keep station on the oiler.  The oiler would order
a course and speed to the helmsman and to the
engineroom, and they would just hold that the whole
time.  If stationkeeping discrepancies arose, it was up to
the destroyer to make the required adjustments.  If we
were getting too close, we would steer a couple of
degrees to the right of the UNREP course (remember
the oiler was on our port side), and if we drifted out too
far, we would come left a little.  How much depended
on the helmsman and how good he was.

I remember on ROAN with Predovich at the helm, you
could count on him to steer within one degree of the
ordered course.  But most helmsmen couldn’t do that,
so telling the helm to come right one degree would be
useless if somebody other than Predovich was at the

helm.  In those cases, a two-degree heading change
was the only choice.  Predovich was the only helmsman
I ever knew who could actually come right or left one
degree.

To keep our fore-and-aft position, we had to increase
or decrease speed ever so slightly, which we did by
adding or subtracting revolutions per minute (or turns,
for short) on the propeller shafts.  There was a
messenger with a hand-held slate and a grease pencil on
the port wing who wrote down the ordered course and
ordered number of turns for the shafts in case the OOD
forgot what his latest orders were.  With the current
trends being what they are, the messenger, slate, and
grease pencil are probably soon to be replaced by a
computer readout of the course and RPMs.  Of course,
the high-tech computer readout will probably be
crapped out half the time, in which case they’ll have to
get the low-tech messenger with his slate and grease
pencil back out onto the wing.

Like with the helmsman and his course, it was generally
futile to add or subtract one shaft turn at a time, so
usually I moved up or down in two-turn increments and
waited patiently to see if an adjustment was large
enough to make the required correction.  You had to
remember that the correction wouldn’t take effect
instantaneously, and you had to know how long to wait
before increasing the correction because it wasn’t doing
what you needed.  If you didn’t understand the time lag,
you could really over-correct in a big way.

When it was time to disconnect the hoses and send
them back to the oiler, we would again move in closer
to the oiler to expedite passing the hoses back.  Then
when all lines were clear, we would increase speed to
25 knots, steer a little to the right of the UNREP
course, and move out smartly while engulfing the oiler’s
bridge in heavy black smoke as sort of a thank-you and
farewell gesture.  It was a lot of fun.

Additional comments from other snipes to appear
in the next issue.


